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display beloved iterms and act as
room dividers. Coffee table compart-
ments artfully conceal DVDs, books,
and CDs. And in the bedroom. a luxe
cushioned bench at the foot of the bed
can open to reveal extra linens, guest

towels, and sheats,

Ingage Your Partner
Even if yvou don't like your
spouse’s taste, or lack thereof, it's
best not to force-feed yours. Sit
down together and collect mag-
azing and newspaper clippings or
spend some time watching
design-oriented TV programs,
and then settle on the techriques
you both want to incorporate. If
vou're having trouble dediding on
how Lo split decorating respoen-
sibilities. try designating rooms
For example, instead of fighting
over who will take on all of the
painting duties, one of you can
tackle decorating the living room while
the other works on the bBathroom,
Conversely, if your mate isnt offering
much input, "Begin incorporating some
of his or her treasured items into the
rooms, say Sullivan and Bednar Long,
“This can help initiate positive feedback.”

Rest and Relaxation

Just as teamwork 15 key N any suc-
cessful marriage, it 15 also crucial to
carve out a little piece of heaven some-
where in your home, no matter how
small, If there's no way to create sep-
arate sanctuaries. then designate one
area as a peaceful respite for the both
of you - a cozy haven where you both
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can relax and wnwind, Usually, the
bedroom provides this retreat, and that's
why its aesthetic should be neither (oo
masculine nor ferminine, “A gendear-less,
But pleasing decor 15 good,” says
Dacoda. speak openly about how you
and vour mate want (o design the area,
s0 it's favorable to each of your ideas

of the vibe you want the room to have

Just as teamwork is kev in any
successlul marriage. it is also
crucial 1o carve out a little picee
of heaven somewhere in vour
home. no matter how small.
I there's no wav to create
separate sanctuaries. then
designate one area as a peacelul

respite for the both of vou.

Since it's important that the room
rermains a place of quiet reprieve; don't
let treadrnills, computers, and bulky elec-
tronics infiltrate this ‘comfort zone”.

Avoid Move-In Stress
While there’'s no guarantee that
vour collaboration will be free of dis-
agreements, set the foundation for a
srnooth transition by offsetting stress
at the get-go. Start by setting realis-
tic, attainable goals. Combat pre-
mowve anxiety by walking through
yvour empty space together while
garmarking furniture and accessories
for specific rooms. ~This wWay, movers

bring in items according to your

specifications and you can unpack in
an organized way - room-Dy-room,” say
Sullivan and Bednar Long. Tackle tasks
like paimting projects, investment deci-
sions (such as remodeling or adding
on), and construction plans early on.
“Remodeling can be a high-stress sit-
vation that you don't want to under-
take right after yvou've moved in.” says
Dacoda. "Don’t create unnec-
essary conflict: Finish all major
and structural work before-
hand.” Mo need to splatter
paint all over your new bamboo
flocring, or gouge a dent in that
priceless armoire. While plumibs-
ing, electrical, and structural
work should be addressed
before moving in, smaller prog-
ects like picture hanging and
upholstering can easily be com-
pleted without too much inter-
ference. Couples can actually
benefit from undertaking
smaller DIY jobs together. as it fosters
pride in ownership and a sense of
accomplishment.

Creating a new and welcoming
home as newlyweds is something that
vou and yvour groom can look Forward
to. Make the decorating and remod-
eling projects fun by partnering up
whenever you can and respecting
each other’s opinions and duties
Don't feel pressured to hawve it all com-
plete right after you've moved in. revel
in your post-honeymoon stage, Make
a few romantic "picnic” dinnars in the
living room by candielight, while you
discuss how beautiful your faw home

will look whean you're all done,. =



