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DESIGNING HISTORY

By Parricis Espinosa

n the spirit of oue hisoric

homes issue, T've asked three

Creenwich designers, each dis-

l:imli:.' l\.|l.l.d|i|-|-\'.'|l. ta offer his or

her viewpoing when it comes to

crearing interiors for homes of a
certain pedigree.

In her firm, Ellsarorth Ford Associates,
Robin Kencel has aken a special inter-
] EERErVIng I::"\.l:l.:-lillt: :|.|u|. reicAial-
ing historic properties chroughout the
United Stares, as in che |'||i|||.|.|-]u||l1y.1l|-
removaied 177 :._:I i barm she decorated
in Madison, Conn. Her designs endeavor
to create beauriful interiors dhar LUI'IIPII:‘-
ment the architecture, never Lumpﬂinﬁ or
diszracting from it

Christina Houghan's work ar Roughan
rl'llrrilrl “r\iy:rl i'\ I||.I||-.|'l.| ||:.' |'|rf Iil1lr|1.‘u-
'.|r|.1|||'-l:|| ation and her keen .l||||||¢:|.' b i
clasgic with modem, Houghan believes
that interiors wre (o be lived in and reflect

the i:u:lp]u wihao veside in the SpRLCES, EVER if
the space happens to be an historic 1 B00s
limestane wwnhouse in Manhatan,

Ra]ph Vuobo, owner of H.a|EJ]:| Wl
[Mesigns, has consuleed oo histore preser-
warion, art and antiques. As co-founder of
the Greenwich N:iglh:lluxﬂc reserva-
don Associagon, he has worked widh the
Greenwich Hiszorical Sociery and The His-
toric Districe Coamimission o establish an
histaric districe of 50 buildings and strc-
mres by a watermill. His faworite projects
are: those thar merge new and old, bringing
a fresh perspective to decorating with an-
uigyues like the Fearured dining room in this
19th century Cape Cod howse in Rye,

With years of sxperience, each is com-
minsd w0 honoring the unigueness of
historic structures by creating designs chat
live in the PrEsEE while respecting the
past. Becavse good design iever goes out
| '-t}'h.‘.

1. Be mindful of the scale
and proportions of each mom
and the home overll.  The
departure point for decorac-
ing any historic home is un-
derstanding the architzcrural
It}'|-’.‘. |::.'.'.l.l|l:ir|\!'1 in a ||:4.||:|:|.<:II|_'!.'
al the ypace and |'|,1r|1F5]'|i|1_u;5
in it. In the photo above,
the INROEEErY di.llirlt: rable
I'“EI" Backed I,L|_1|1¢|5ler¢'\=ﬂ din-
ing chairs and lworious sofis

were designed o Ar this Philip Johnson-
removated antigue barn on the Connecti-

cut shoesline,

" Fobin Kencal

Photograph by
Antraw Franch.

1. Be rsponsive o oppor-
tunities that enahle you o be
consistent with  the homes
l.:l|i:1;i|:|.ﬂ|. archirecrure,

3. Select materials of a qual-

ity and personalicy dhar are
consistent with  those urigj:-
|1.'|,||:|.I useed in the home. The
lady’s master bath above took
25 its inspieation 3 1930 Jae-
sen lavabo, mirror and brass
vanity. [t wook dhree searches
e find a soft F:l;'.iI.I:IJIF:IiI:I.k matble thar was
sienilar to that of the bath pieces for use as
flooring and whb surrounds.
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Tuesday, May 22, 2012
9:30-8:30 pm
The Ritz-Carlton, Westchester

Three Renaissance Sguare, White Plains NY

Hors d'oeuvres, Wine,
Champagne, Boutique,
Beauty Bar, Raffles & More!
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A great Mother's Day gift idea!

For tickets or more information visit wphospital.org
or call 914-681-1119. Space is limited.

Wellng it

41 East Post Road = White Plaing, NY 10601 = wphospital.org - f
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4. Sy true o the vriginal charm and
integriny al the home, [Dont SIrEY (e
far. The sairway of the Manhartan wwn-
glamorous, | wanted
T kggp it thar way. 1 enhanced the tra-
ditional moeldings by painung the walls
an off-whice {Donald Kaufman DEC-

mad erim,

huouse, above, w»

1 and the raised mollings
gray (Benjamin More O Calm}. 1
then chose 2 durk—gm}-‘ center Iralian wool
warpet 3_1'",] a |i|-11'|'|ll-'-:_r.,|_‘\r |_'|_|-1'|r,r.3.5.1_il1_ 'pc
boander oo highlighe the edges of the stairs,
These small dewils enhance the wriginal
charm of the house and allow the Eniry
to Hone gracefully. The architscore really
becoimes an art piece,

3, Uniderstand the architecture of the
home oo ger a dear divscrion of the de-
sign,  As the p]:ll.m.r. abwwe, illusteares, the
client wanted a happier and more open

48

place for her chil-
dren o use
area and a
guese oom. [ ac-
n_:-mp'lishcd this H\-
keeping the exist-
ing  archivscoure,
rEmuing the wld
Venedan  plaster,  Christing S Roughan
addi ew taffia
wiall .'_'l_r.':rinig;_ amd
painung the ceiling white. When thar was
u.!lni:]:::. the d BT Was EilsY [ achieve.
i3, rl'l:.-_:.'i_u;n for Function and |:|c.3|_:|t}f. His=
vortc homes are noterious for spadal prob-
Leens, Thar is 'J.!‘l:l.].-' it B very importang thear
ch reom function as it is supposed 1o,
This should be a large part of vour vernac-
wlar when Jdetermini g the |ir.'.igll of each
interiorn, Interiors are not beautiful unles

B .

Wi
i

they funcrion.
7 Cuynfirm

wan rules anmd

: with yisur

OF TOWN Do
fnd owt s ules
and  regulatio
for renovaning an
hisrosic

Fadph Wolo
I'ILKI.'IC.
Some munici=
palities are more smringent than ethers.

B. Always use an expert for any archi-
tectural vr structural repair and do your
reszarch.

9. Mix anrigues with modem elements.
The wemers challenee in the 19th c2n-
ury Cape Cod house, abave, was w re-
store, update and open up this charmer.
The d'ining; room maintined its I._H-E:_‘:iﬂ.ll

=B

'
Wi

appeal with the new and wld woodwork-
ing hlended woeether. The antique display
cabinet is a family heidoom. We found 2
round 19th cenmury English pedeswal din-
ing table and had custom contemporary
chairs made, The pale sta-foam oolors
lighten up the space while making the
antigues pop.  The mirrors are 1950s and
add highr and glamour.

1 ANCIUE SOTES amd hu}-‘ whar
you love, You can merge stdes and cen-
muries, and we have many o pick from.
In dhe radidonal center-hall colunial,
above, in Greenwi the |E":in:_l; T 5
filled with anuques ranging from 1Gh
CERDUEY Feench o 19th CENTUEY 1':l'l._1__l:Ji.'-iL
The finds include Chinese porcelain and
1 comvex 1Eth CENTUEY AMETICIN ML
The Blend Ld‘_p:riu-f.'. and |il_-_|;|'|I:-:1.| s gives
the rogm a v:'h:rr_'f' feel,




